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try in a region with a complicated fatg
but also as a cultural, educational and

political parhrer that has had a consid-

erable influence on shaping some as-

pects of Albanian development, espe-

cially in important periods of our na-

tional history.

I. Romania in Albanian histo-
riography

The bilateral relations between the

two peoples, the Romanian and the

Albanian, are very distant in the twi-
light of time. Albanians are descend-

ants of the Illyians and Romanians

are descendants of the Dacians, who
according to the Romanian polymath

Nicolae lorga; "The earliest ancestors

of the Romanians @acians) were the

Illl,rians thems elves, aboriginal p opu-

lation of the Balkan Peninsula and the

Carpathians, where only the Transyl-
vanian Sarmatians, who contained
Slavic elernents, represented in small-
er numbers a foreign race. The lllyri-
ans lay on the Adriatic coast and
Rome had to fight a dfficult battle to

overcome the fierce resistance of the

Illy,rian kings such as Teuta, Agron,

etc..,.from the lllyrians the Romanians

inherited most of their culture andfolk
art, the importance of which has only
just begun to be appreciated'n.

The Gjika dynasty is a historicum
momentum of Albanian princes at the

head of two provinces of Romania;
Wallachia and Moldavia.

One of the most prominent

Ahanian families that had an im-
portant political role in the present-

day territories of Romania was that of

the Ghica dyrasty. The founder of the

political branch of the family was

cjergi Gjika (Gheorghe Ghica, i600-
1664), who settled in Moldavia and

managed to become ambassador to
the Ottoman Empirg to be later aP-

pointed prince of Moldavia during the
years 1658-1660'. His son, Grigor
Gjika I (Grigore Ghica I) wouldbe the

heir to the Moldavian throne, while
his grandsoq Matei Gjika (Matei
Ghica) served as dragoman of the
Sublime Porte, playing a key role in
diplomatic relations with the Otto-
mans. Mateu's son, Grigor Gjika tr
(Grigore Ghica II), took over

Moldavia again in 1726 and later be-

came Prince of Wallachia n1n33.
Other members of the Gjika dyn-

asty, such as Skarlat Gjika (Scarlat

Ghica), Aleksander Gjika (Alexandru

Ghica), Grigori III (Grigore III) and

Grigori IV (Grigore I\), continued to
nrle the Romanian principalities until
the Russian military intervention in
1828-1834. During this 'period,
Aleksander Gjika II held the title of
Prince and then Regent of Wallachia
until 1858, representing one ofthe last

figures of this dynasty of Albanian
origin in the local government of
Romania before the unification of the

l.
principalities* into a single Romanian
constitutional monarchy on March 13,

1881.

Early modern documents attest to a
significant Albanian presence in the
territories of present-day Romania.

According to a report by the Habsburg
Empirg in 1595 about 15 000 Albani-
ans were allowed to settle north of the

Danube River, marking one of the

earliest waves of Albanian migra
to the northeastern Balkans'. B1- lt
an organaed Albanian coillmu
had been established in Buchar

most notably Vasil Lupu O'z
Lupu), an Albanian originally- f
the city of Kavaja6, who asceade

the tlrone of Moldavia in 1634
ruleduntil16537.

During this period and be,vr

Albanians in present-day Rom
were known in loca1 terminolog
Arbdnasi, a term that derives froil
Albanian self-designation "arb€r'
also as Arnduli, a form borrox'ed {

Oltoman Turkish (Arnawt) rcfa
to Albanianss.

The Albanian communittr" ex1

enced firrther exparsion during
Phanariot period (1711-1821). u
many Albanians were integrated
the commercial and social lift
Wallachia. They opened up econ(

activities, especiaily in the reail
confectionery sectorse. In Buctu
alone, in 1820, around 90 merch
from Arnawtkbyt"l (an AIba
neighborhood in Istanbul) *-ere r<

taed as owning confectioner-r. sh

-{Ibaniars also enjoyed a special
tus as elite bodl.grrards of
\\ allachian prirces, serring as pa.

*re personal secuitl' structlres
the militar,r' guardt o"

ln this long historica! cuhlral
litical and bilateral jo:rnq- btrs
Albania and Romania tte mos
nificant histcnical p€riod to L'e L

ghted lS the one that
rosl t-hich is related

8
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that gave it a new form of legrtimacy
and political support in the Ottoman

Empire. At the same time, the former
president and former vice-president
who were Romanians were aPPointed

its honorary mernbers, while the new

leaders were elected from among the
Albanians: V. Batan became president

andNago himself was appointed vice-
president. Thus, the Albanian repr+
sentation in the governing bodies of
the Society became the majorityla.

Moreover, since 1887, "Dritd'
managed to establish other branches

in various cities of Romania such as

Braila, Focqani, Calarasi and Mmashest.

Its main activity was focused on pub-

lishing school literature and periodi-

cals in the Albanian languagg with
the aim of spreading the culture and

national language among Albanians

outside the homeland. According to
article 4 of the Society's statute, the

alphabet used in these publications
was the Latin one, specificallY the

vaiant used by the ternporary "Di-
trnia" of Istanbul, a magazine with
wide influence in Albanian intellectu-

al circles of the time15' 
16. During this

puiod, the "Drita" society published

the most famous works of the great

Albanian national poet Naim Frasheri,

such as: "Bagdti e Bujqdsildt" (Cattle

and Agriculture), apoetic hyrnn dedi-

cated to the Albanian people and na-

ture (1886), "Histori e Pdrgiith-
shmeldl" (General History, 1886),
"Dituritddt" (Knowledge, 1888),
"Lulet e veresddl " (Summer Flowers)
(1890), "Paraisa apo fialatilt" (Para-

dise or Word, 1894), "fiald td urlq"
(Proverbs, 1894), "Qerbelaistd)"

(Qerbelaja, 1898) and "Historia e

SkEnderbeuttal " (flistor? of Sknnder-

beg,1898).
In 1891, also in Bucharest, the

well-known "Apel d nos frdres alba-

naislfrl" was published of particular

importance for Albanian national con-

sciousness, which aimed to awaken

national consciousness and mobilize
Albanians on the path of emancipation
and national unification". While in
1897 another newspaper called
"shqiperiatdl' (Albania) was pub-

lished for the first time, directed by
Visar Dodani, while a year later in
1898 another newspaper "Ylli i
Shqiperisdtdl" (Star of Albania) was

founded, which was distinguished by
the fact that it was published in three

languages: Albanian, Greek and

French This multilingual approach

aimednot only at communicating with
Albanian communities with different
religious and cultural affiliations, but
also at promoting the Ahanian cause

inthe international arena, especially in
French-speaking and Creek-speaking
European circlesl 

8' le.

Another very important daily in
the Albanian language was the publi-
cation of the newspaper "Shqiperia e

Fle" (Albania Noudb')), which was

founded in 1919 and continued to be

published continuously until 1935, as

part of the national popular organ with
director Mihal Sotir Xoxe. This publi-
cistic initiative aimed to affrm the
cofirmon Illyrian origin of Albaniars
and Romanians, as well as to Promote
political cooperation between the two
peoples in the context of their national
aspirations for freedom and independ-

ence'0. In this sensg Romania ,

seen as a friendly corrtrtr]- ntrcre
Albanian national morement c{
breathe freely and operate $itt
censorship.

In 1893, the Albanian colnmul
in Romania numbered around 30 t

individuals, reflecting a strong p
ence of Albaniars during and after

Onoman period21. In this contert
first movements for Albanian ir
pendance began precisely in Rorna

led b1- Albert Gjika" *.ho as heir to
Gjika dpasy' claimed to ascmd to
ttnone ofthe kingdom of Albania a

independence. thus accelaating A
nian national aspirations. The mc

rnsnt had an important developmer

1912. s-hen a pan-Albanian cong
sas held in Bucharest, chaired
Ismail Qemali. That congress ser

10 appro\-e the first resolution

sciousness of Albaniars ftr Alban
lndependence from the Ouot
Ermire--

'-.1 : rl,ii.l, -' :-.; '. --r:
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On the other hand, Albanian fig-
ures such as Asdreni, Konstandin
Kristoforidhi, or Thoma Avrami have

had important contacts with Romani-
an cultural circles, bringing mutual

influences and building intercultural

bridges. One of the most special Po
ems of the Aromanians or Machs
(Wahe{d\ in the Korga area is the

following in the language of the Ro-
manians of Aibania, naturally com-
posed of Albaniarl Greek and Italian
words26, where the Pharsaliot shep-

herds sang these verses in chorus with
the usual music of their songs:

Ciudie laie ciudie,/Qi sfoge tu
Rrmdnie,/Doi ficiori di-arbiniSie,/
Pitricutri-li di Wdhie/Ianina, tu pulilie,.
S' revizuiascd laia gculie;Li bdgard tu

fildchie/Li pitricum ti lucre bune,/
Osman pa;a li feaqe surghiune/
Surgfiiune tu ltalie,/Tu ltalie portul
Brindiz,/Pdn s' li ghind vdr aviz;/Un
Andrei al Bolamaci,/Exila{i doili cu
Taci;/Pddianu agudi hiru/Ta s' lia
hdbare Viziru,/$tepsu qi feaEe Valiu;/
A4udi telu Sultanu,Valilu s' lia lirtare
la Pddianu;/Al Pddeanu di Wdhie li
scriard,/S' clidd poarta din afard;/
Pddianu a Valilu li zaci;/Ma s'wei s'
nd lirtdm doili,/Pitriaqi s' aduci

ficiorili;/ Valilu astipta cu banda/
Cdnd $ird revizorli Saranda,/Ordin
dd Valilu pi la tabori,/Si s' veaglid
doilificiori/S' nu patd civa pi cale,/Cd
di Pddianu nlt vra scdpare;/Andrea cu

Tacit doili ca frali,/I{inti S' napoi cu

sffirazi;/Cdnd vinird tu Pulilie,/
Grecili s' .fdcea mare ciudie,/Cd s'
turard dit exurie;/ Osman pasa multri

avea exilatd,/Ma di vdr nu' S-u avea

affatd,/Qi aeqti el S-u pd1d./Ca lirtdri
el cdftd''.

III. AromaniansAy'lachs in
Albania: history, culture and
status of a community

Aromaniars, an ethnic goup
closely related to the Albanians. They
have long had a stable presence in the
territories of Albania and corsequent-

ly have interacted and interacted with
each other. The Aromanians or Machs
are a people as ancient as the Albani-
ars themselves as direct descendants

of the Illyrians in the Illyrian Peninsu-

la, which after the Ottoman conquest

was called the "Balkans". Although
the Aromanians are scattered in sever-

al Balkan countries, including Greece,

Serbia and North Macedonia, Albania
has a special role in the development

and preservation oftheir culture over

the centuries, making them an integral
part of its own national culture. The
Aromanians speak the Aromanian
langaage, aLattndialect that is a form
of Latin and that carries numerous

influences from the Ottoman period
and Balkan culture as a w{role28.

3.1. Origin and History of the

Aromanians in Albania

The Aromanians are also known as
ooMachs" (Wtahatd\ in Albania and

are considered a people full of rich
traditions and diverse folk costumes,

maintaining a strong ethnic and cul-
tural identity over the centuries. Dur-
ing the Ottoman period, the Aromani-
ans were often engaged in economic

activities, especially trade and live-
stoclg and therefore settled in various
areas of Albania, mainly in the soutt4

in regious such as Dr'.'1'1.... '. ..

and Pogradec". During th: ::.-:.
the Ottoman Empfue, tran'. t'-.'
ans served as traders and r;'::-
tives of the Ottoman adntinis::::.
key factor that helped strettgil;::
ties rvith the state strucnn'-: 'l.30
Illl-Ie

3.2. Aromanian Lcrt.qtto!: -;'

Cultu"ol ldentity

One of the most distinctive ch

teristics of the Aromanians is
language, which represents a m
tion of Roman and Balkan qr
The Aromanian language is a

dialec! similar to Romanian, brl
pronounced influences from AIh
Greek and Turkish3'. nuring tne
century, the Aromanian languag
been subject to strong pressur

assimilation from other languag

the regrorq including Albania
Greeb affecting the decline of it
in everyday life. However, a p
the Aromanian communityhas $
ly preserved its language and cn

traditiors, inheriting it though
families andrites.

ln -AIbania- the
rmognized as one

communities- ard a

-- -: : - -.
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IV. Cultural diplomacY and Po-
litical science magazine Polis,
from Iaqi

In order to continue and develoP

bilateral relations, the editorial staff of
Polis magazrne decided to produce a

thematic edition dedicated to the his-

tory of Albania. Its Production was

entrusted to Oltsen Gripshi and Sabin

Dragulin.
The corpus dedicated to the history

and culture of Albania comPrises

twelve conkibutions. The approaches

are diverse and come from historiog-

raphy, event history art history sacred

and profane art, theattr, filrn, architec-

turg poetry and cultural interferences,

the published texts being signed by
specialists in the field from Albania.

The ordering of articles and studies

was carried out according to chrono-

logical and thematic criteria.
Looking at the historY of the last

half millennium, it is easy to see that

the expansion of the Ottomans in the

Balkans and Central EuroPe, which
led to the conquest of Corstantinople
(1456), Belgrade (1521) and Buda

(i541), also corsecrated the enfy of
the territories inhabited by Albanians

into the empire. Of course, changes in
state, economic, social, religious reali-

ties, etc., will be achieved over time,

but will have major implications up to
the present day. The Albanian case is

suggestive, given that a Cluistian so-

ciety and culture, anchored in the eco-

nomic and geopolitical realities of the

are;- for millennia, will graduallY

transform, as a result of the influences

and pressures of the Ottomans.

The coordinators' intention was to
identiff specialists in different fields,

who would cover tkough their contri-

butions both the period of the last five

centuries of local history, placing less

emphasis on the eventual element an{
especially, on that of culture, which
will have and will reflect the influ-
ences of the different political regimes

that succeeded each other during this

period as well as the historical, lin-
guistic and cultural links between the

inhabited territories and Albanians and

Romanians.
The contribution entitled ooWhere's

the sword, therds religion: Local
Elites, Ottomans, and Islamization
Among Albanians during the 15th

Centur/', signed by Caka Eduart, Pre-
sents the consequences that followed
the conquest ofAlbania in terms of the

Islamization of the population. To ex-

plain how the conqueror aPPlied a

policy of Islamization, the author used

both Ottoman cadastral registers and

Western archival documentation.

Throughout the text, the stages

through which the Ottoman conquest

took place in the 15th century and its

direct consequence, as I stated previ-
ously, the triggering of the Islamiza-
tion process, are presented.

Tlr.' stLrdr e ,rn....---

:r Cort'trrttinople rnJ ',- '.
-. ic.. Tlte pl'occs- : - .. "
'--tlrt \\itlr the 1,,'.rl - .-' .'-
.:'re.rd th'ottgliotLt Lhe :-:' 

-

::,.L.ulation.

I lre recotrd rrti;l;. ,': ,' ', -
-.J:'irna Qala and -\ttdi:.r L.-..'-,:

- -.:.1;d "Tlie i.,,tl,rr'-11..:. "..
3:r':rt". The tert brittcs t,-r -1-.- ,r:..: ,

- .:e.-ialists the irtternal c,.lt.-1.,, :':

. .': rri the Clrristiarl cLlltLli:1. ::1,:ar

.- -ce trlthe process t,i Is..lt:-,,2:.

' .:rr the der elr',Lrt.ttetlt rr. -{.:.:ll
,.1-.1.J';ttr'hic al-l in the 1611-,- ----- '
.,.:' .'s. Th: _it'aat lttast-i' ,,'. :i-. . -,:
-,. ..:'i 1l'rr:1 \et,klstra iE:':,,.,,:-

,, .- ,.- C:r;ltr'::d aro,-LilC -ll::-.. :
:-l',.:: .lLLthlriS oi ihr-,,:::

- "'. .,-' -* :'- .r;iir.ir . ' ...

, : - \-.:,-'..-',. ,:l.rllS !, l:h lll. :'-'- ,, -

..... r r....;: -1.-, (,,-, . ..
'. ...':''. ll :'.r.".-:i 

"'-,: 
=* .,' ::::-.:'.ll: iilltrll\1l';'-'-.:.

- . : s:,.:., "Tr':ir c1-::-s -:, ..- ':-'

- - : =, ; -.r'.: :r,r1ioi:.,: \-ll t-.:
- . : -.. :l .'" Ll* \1,:--,t. ::-:: .,

trrccs of reconnecting the Albar
:=riicris sth the \\'estern space-

:dod identifled b1' ttre arrlcr
:-9G181-i. n-hich orerlaps s-ith
\amleonic \\-aB. Practicalll. a

r€ cemunes. trom
:xn the -\lbanian terri

t4

important element in understanding

the ethnic and cultural pluralism of
Albania. Despite the challenges they

facg the Aromanians continue to con-

tribute to Albanian society and main-

tain a strong connection to their histor-

ical and linguistic identity, which has

led to Romania and Romanians being

seen as a b,rotherly people in the eyes

of Albanians and the Albanian nation.
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